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relationship between African American Adolescents'
perceptions of parental closeness, parental interaction,
parental supervision and their subsequent violent attitudes
and violent acting-out behavior. Essentially, do
adolescent's perceptions of their relationships with their
parents impact upon their violent tendencies?
The sample for this study were ninety-three African
American sixth grade students currently enrolled at the
Sammye E. Coan Middle School in Atlanta Georgia. An
original questionnaire was randomly administered to examine
the perceptions and behaviors of the participants.
Findings indicated that the violent attitudes and
behavior of the adolescents did not correlate with their
perceptions of parental closeness, interaction, or
supervision. This researcher concluded that there were
factors in addition to those studied which impacted upon the
respondents' violent attitudes and behaviors.
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Crime appears as a large and troubling stain on the
fabric of American society. It touches a quarter of all
American homes each year. The new victims of the terrors of
crime are the children. Of the 2771 homicide victims aged
10 to 19, killed in 1989, 80% were killed with guns and 10%
were stabbed to death.^
Youth violence is the greatest single crime problem
in America today. Many people suggest it's drugs,
but too many of us have seen a kid walk into a court¬
room, or detention center, not on drugs but totally
cynical and mean.^
Youth are often perpetrators of violence as well as its
victims. Nationwide, 17% of all persons arrested for
violent crimes in 1991 were younger than 18 years of age.^
According to the Hearings on Youth Violence Prevention held
in March of 1992, the United States is the most violent,
"civilized" country in the world.^
‘Vital Statistics of the United States 1190, Vol. 2,
Mortality, Part A. Hyattsville, Md: National Center for
Health Statistics: 1992.
^Janet Reno. "The Whole Child Approach to Crime,"
Spectrum 66 (Summer 1993): 34.
^Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United
States. 1991 ([Washington, D.C.]: U.S. Department of
Justice, 1991).
^U. S. Congress. Senate., Committee on Governmental
Affairs, Youth Violence Prevention: Hearing before the
Committee on Governmental Affairs, 102nd Cong., 2nd sess.,
31 March 1992, 2.
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When you look at the international comparison of
homicide figures among males 15 to 24 years of age, the
conclusions are astounding. The breakdown within the
figures for Americans in general is 22 homicides per 100,000
persons. For African American young people the rate is 85
homicides per 100,000 persons.'^
The increasing incidents of violence by youth of all
races and nationalities has aroused concern throughout the
country. Social service agencies, governmental agencies,
medical professional, educators, and parents alike are
seeking answers to this new trend of violence. The
escalation in violent crime by children under the age of 18
years has been particularly alarming. Youth violence has
not always been isolated as a distinct social problem for
this age group.
The Center for Disease Control has recently named youth
violence a disease in this country.^ The FBI reports that
whereas the rate of homicides by adults has continued to
decline, the rate among 18-24 year olds increased 62% from
1986 to 1991.’ For 14-17 year olds murders increased 124%.®
®U. S. Congress. Senate, Committee on Governmental
Affairs, Youth Violence Prevention: Hearing before the
Committee on Governmental Affairs. 102nd Cong., 2nd sess.,
31 March 1992, 2.
^Atlanta Journal (Atlanta), 3 September 1993.
’James A. Fox and Glen Pierce, "American Killers are
Getting Younger," USA Today Magazine, January 1994, 25.
Ibid.
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The general arrest rate for juveniles rose 27% in the
last decade, with a 79% increase in the number of murders
committed by juveniles.’ According to the National
Education Association, 40 children are killed, or injured by
guns each and every day. Gunshot wounds are the leading
cause of death for both African American and White teenage
boys in America.^®
The U.S. Department of Justice has estimated that
100,000 school children bring guns to school daily.
Nearly 3,000,000 thefts and violent crimes occur
on, or near school campuses every year, according
to the National Crime Survey. Experts state that
this rise in school crime is becoming a serious
problem; not only in inner city school; but in
suburbs and small towns as well.”
According to Deborah Crockett, a school psychologist
with the Atlanta Public Schools, if violence is a national
addiction, children are unwittingly becoming hooked.
Already, the toll has been enormous. A child is more likely
to be killed on a Chicago street than in the bloodshed of
Northern Ireland.”
More children are murdered in America than die of AIDS
or any other disease. Teenagers are becoming this nations
’The American Bar Association, Presidential Working
Group on the Unmet Legal Needs of Children and Their
Families, America's Children at Risk (Washington, D. C.:
American Bar Association, 1992), 38.
”Fox and Pierce, "American Killers," 30.
“Kelly Wilkinson, "Weapons in School," Current Events
Magazine, 23 October 1992, 2.
“Michel Cohen Marill, "Growing Up Scared," Atlanta
Magazine. July 1993, 47.
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most violent generation. Researchers are detecting
posttraumatic stress disorder in inner-city children,
comparable to the symptoms found in foreign war zones.”
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
The rash of violent behaviors among our youth has
caused a re-examination of some of the basic institutions in
this country, and has given rise to a lot of finger
pointing. Who is to blame that many of America's children
feel the need to resolve their conflicts with violence? Why
have more civilized approaches to conflict resolution been
abandoned by youth in favor of force?
Is it the fault of a lax and lenient juvenile justice
system, which refuses to identify these crimes as heinous
and prosecute offenders to the fullest extent of the law?
Are gun control laws ineffective, allowing youth to purchase
weapons on any street corner in America without exception?
Is it the educational system which is designed to socialize
children with proper coping and conflict resolution skills?
Or, are parents, whose job it is to teach values, and to
rear children in nurturing, loving environments the culprits
in this travesty?
In truth, it is impossible to isolate one single
determinant of violent behavior among children.
Psychologists, criminologists, sociologists, and
”Michel Cohen Marill, "Growing Up Scared," Atlanta
Magazine, July 1993, 47.
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psychiatrists each have espoused various theories to explain
the delinquent behaviors demonstrated by today's youth.
Yet, despite their numerous conjectures, and various
rationales, violence remains prevalent among today's youth.
Criminologists, J. Fox and G. Pierce view the change in
youth behavior as a change in attitude. The new generation
of young people is more inclined to resort to violence over
trivial issues, or for no apparent reason. Part of this new
attitude reflects a general trend toward a reduction in
moral responsibility, affecting kids and adults alike.
Sociologists cite the violent trends in television and
the movie industry. Television docudramas which glorify
criminals, transforming insignificant and obscure nobodies
into national celebrities.^^ The movie industry markets the
action film genre like dishwashing detergent. Instead of
getting a lot of bubbles in one drop, each scene may be
crammed full of violence.
Psychologist, Russell Eisenman, contends that teens who
murder often have been physically, and psychologically
abused by their parents. As a result of beatings, or other
physical trauma, many murderers have brain damage, although
this frequently is not known, or is ignored by the legal
'^James A. Fox and Glen Pierce, "American Killers are
Getting Younger," USA Today Magazine, January 1994, 25.
'"Ibid.
6
system.Youthful offenders, according to Eisenman often
have suffered physical, sexual, or psychological abuse when
growing up. Due to rage or confusion as a result of such
abuse, the youngster may wind up committing crimes.^’
Social workers have responded by putting into place
numerous adult and child educational programs with the
premise that lack of proper training in alternative
responses have made violence the only option for most. Peer
conflict resolution training, identification of high risk
students in the school settings, and a focus on teaching
parents less violent means of disciplining their children,
have been approaches utilized by the social work profession
to curb this social ill.
Whatever the reason, whatever the approach, urgency is
required. The trend of violence must be challenged. It is
estimated that by the year 2005, the number of teenagers
aged 15-19 will increase by 23%, which undoubtedly will
bring additional increases in crime and other social ills
associated with overpopulation of youth.The population
growth will be even more pronounced among minorities, the
highest risk group.
^®Russell Eisenman, "Hard-Core Youthful Offender," USA
Today Magazine. January 1994, 27,
^Russell Eisenman, "Hard-Core Youthful Offender,"
USA Today Magazine, January 1994, 27.
^®James A, Fox and Glen Pierce, "American Killers are
Getting Younger," USA Today Magazine, January 1994, 26.
7
SIGNIFICANCE AND PURPOSE OF THE STUDY
Violent crime is prevalent in all areas of society.
The key perpetrators, and victims of these crimes are the
youth of this country. Each day scores of reports
chronicling the senseless murders of youth, and teenagers
permeate the airwaves. This trend of random, senseless
violence is pervasive in all socio-economic levels. Youth
violence has ceased to be viewed as a social problem
isolated to any specific ethnic group.
Currently there are 17 separate governmental agencies
overseeing over 260 governmental programs which address the
issues of violence in this country. In 1993, President
Clinton announced his Anti-Crime package in which he
proposed the hiring of an additional 50,000 law enforcement
officers to combat the new wave of crime and violence.
Public and private agencies across the nation are
pouring millions of dollars into programs to address the
problem of violence. Social and community agencies are
springing-up across this country to combat a problem whose
roots seem to lie in the basic social functioning of the
members of this society. Racism, sexism, drug addiction,
alcohol abuse and poverty; as well as individual and family
functioning must be examined as answers are sought for the
problem of youth violence. The task for social workers is
clear.
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Social workers must take a pivotal role in confronting
violence and its underlying causes. As members of a helping
profession, social workers are obliged to offer their
expertise in remedying this problem. Conducting parenting
classes, conflict resolution training, and basic
interpersonal training, all aimed at reducing individual's
frustration and violent responses; become key tasks of the
social worker.
The purpose of this study is to determine the impact
that various parenting behaviors have upon the development
of violent behaviors and violent attitudes among
adolescents. Does the parent who seeks to be close to his
child, interacts with his child, and provides a structured
existence for his child have an advantage over the parent
who provides none of these? If these specific parenting
behaviors do impact the child's development of violent
attitudes and behaviors, how significant is that impact?
It is believed by this writer that: 1) the time spent
with adolescents; 2) the structure offered by supervision;
and 3) the closeness felt between a child and parent, do
impact on that child's attitudes towards violence and his
subsequent violent behaviors. This paper will examine that
relationship.
CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE
Parenting And The Child
The socialization of a child into society will
determine what he will become. The chief agent of that
process, the parent, must take care to provide a stable,
loving and nurturing environment in which the child can
develop. The price of not doing so may be very high.
The process of socialization is initimately entwined
with the problems of delinquent behavior. The well-
socialized child does not often present any serious
problem of delinquent behavior except as he or she
becomes part of a rebelling minority. The under¬
socialized child has not been effectively taught
to respect the rights of others...^
Parenting practices impact greatly on a child's
emotional, social, and physical development. They
ultimately determine a child's behavior, personality,
values, and standards of conduct. How a child perceives
the world is established by his initial socialization
experiences in the home. The parents are at the center of
his social structure; they are his first contacts in the
world, his doorway into society.
'Richard L. Jenkins, Preben H. Heidemann, and James A.
Caputo, J.D., No Single Cause: Juvenile Delinguencv and the
Search for Effective Treatment, (Maryland: The American
Correctional Association, 1985), 11.
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Parents who spend time with their children, interact
with them, show interest in their experiences, and
cultivate their knowledge and skills foster competent
and creative youngsters. Parents are not only
biological, but social, and cultural links...^
What a child is, and what he ultimately becomes, hinges
on the parenting he receives. Freud, Erickson, and Maslow
all focus on the crucial role of the relationship existing
between parent and child from the onset of the child's
development. They indicate that the child's development of
trust in himself, and in others is ultimately centered in
the love, care, and affection he receives from his parents
very early in life.^
The importance of parental involvement with children on
a physical, emotional, and psychological level is evident in
scores of theories on child development. Jay Belsky, in
research conducted on children in day care, concluded that
babies who spend more than twenty hours a week in
nonmaternal care during the first year of life are at
increased risk of forming an insecure attachment to their
mothers and developing emotional and behavioral problems as
they grow older. These children evidence greater
aggression, noncompliance, and even social withdrawl in the
preschool and elementary school years.^
^James W. Vander Zanden, Human Development (New York:




Some theorist argue that our very humanity is defined
by the level of interaction that we have as children with
our parents. They contrast the children raised in
institutions, orphanages, and foundling homes, without
adequate interaction, love and care. These children were
unable to form social bonds; they did not flourish; and they
experienced inadequate cognitive development.®
In his study of the relationship between mother and
child entitled. Maternal Care and Mental Health. John
Bowlby, child psychiatrist, revealed that the mother-child
relationship is a key element in human development. The
child needs the warm feelings that derive from this
relationship and he, or she is likely to suffer maternal
deprivation is the warmth is absent. Length of deprivation,
and age at which it is experienced determine the extent of
the damage.®
In 1978, psychologist David C. McClelland conducted a
child rearing study at Harvard University. His conclusions
indicated that promoting moral and social maturity in later
life required loving the children, enjoying them, and
wanting them around.’ These were key elements.
®James W. Vander Zanden, Human Development (New York:
McGraw Hill, Inc., 1993), 313.
®J. Bowlby, Maternal Care and Mental Health (Geneva:
World Health Organization, 1952).
’D. McClellan, C. Constantian, D. Regaldo, and C.
Stone. "Making it to Maturity," Psychology Today. June 12,
1978, 42.
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In his article entitled: Elementary School Counseling,
A,R. Meek outlined the nature of the child's environment as
follows:
Conditions in the environment of human beings which
encourage the proper development of human beings
are: 1) those which support physical well-being
and stimulate growth and safety; 2) those which support
emotional well-being...giving a sense of security and
worth, or self-respect; and 3) those which lead to
increased ability to cope independently with life
situations... that is, to help them to grow-up capably
and happily as individuals and as thoughtful
contributing members of society.®
The connection between what a parent gives a child, and
what that child becomes is clear. It is therefore essential
in rearing healthy, stable, moral children to provide an
environment rich with love, security, and structure. What a
child becomes hinges on the environment in which he has been
reared. We must support parents, understanding that the
best institution for caring for children, for nurturing
them, for giving them a strong healthy environment is the
family.®
Defective parent-child relationships are, in fact,
among the most frequently cited explanations for juvenile
(and adult) violence. The Fortune Society, an organization
for ex-offenders in New York, estimates that half of its
current members were either seriously abused or seriously
®A. R. Meeks, "Elementary School Counseling," The
School Counselor. March 1953, 108-111.
®Janet Reno, "The Whole Child Approach to Crime,"
Spectrum 66 (Summer 1993): 32.
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neglected by their parents when they were children.^®
Parenting practices are indeed vital to a child's perception
of himself, and to his perception of his place in society.
Historical Perspective On Parenting And Delinquency
Classic studies conducted in the 1950s demonstrate the
trend of examining the homelife to determine answer for
delinquent behaviors. Sheldon and Eleanor Glueck, over a
period of two decades, studied the backgrounds of 1000
juvenile delinquents. The Gluecks findings concluded that
ninety-two percent of the homes were not conducive to the
happiness of the child. The parents were ineffectual
disciplinarians, or the children were unsupervised or
neglected.” The Gluecks found that maternal supervision
was a basic factor distinguishing delinquents from non¬
delinquents .
Similar were the results of the Attorney General's
Conference on Juvenile Delinquency convened to determine the
influence of the home on the development of delinquency.
They concluded that key preventers to delinquent behaviors
were: 1) the child plans with the family; 2) the child can
say what he feels and talk about things without being afraid
or ashamed.
”Time, June 30, 1975.
“Sheldon Glueck and Eleanor Glueck, Unraveling
Juvenile Delinquency (New Jersey: Longwood Publishers,
1950), 78-84.
14
The child also feels that his parents care about him, and
the child is moderately and consistently disciplined from
infancy
During the 1960s, this trend continued with studies
conducted by Cervantis, Robins, Hirschi, and Sterne. Their
similar findings concluded that key family factors influence
delinquent behaviors. These factors can be characterized
as: 1) inconsistency in affection and discipline; 2) unhappy
family situations, and 3) low educational attainment.”
Sterne asserted that when a parent is absent, supervision
may be reduced, guidance, advice and control may lessen, and
barriers to delinquency may weaken.”
During the 1970s, with a resurgence in criminal
behaviors by youth, new theorists surfaced to examine the
influences of homelife on the development of delinquents.
At the forefront of these theorists were D. J. West and F.
I. Nye. West, who published two major studies on
delinquency during the 70s concluded the following:
Far more of the mothers of delinquents left the
children to shift for themselves, or in the care
of an irresponsible child or adult. Far more
poorly supervised boys were much more likely to
become delinquents than boys whose parental
supervision was assessed as average to good.
“Albert Deutsch, Our Rejected Children (Boston:
Little, Brown and Company, 1950), 212.
“Lucius Cervantis, The Dropout: Causes and Cures (Ann
Harbor: University of Michigan Press, 1965), 154.
“Richard S. Sterne, Delinquent Conduct and Broken
Homes (Cinncinati: Citation Press, 1964).
Boys with poor parental supervision were also more
likely to become police contact cases.
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Psychologist, Lewis Nye, in studying the degree of
parent-child acceptance/rejection found that rejection of
the child is related strongly to delinquency. Of the 313
cases of mother-child mutual rejection, 48 percent of the
children were in his most delinquent category. He found
that the attitudes of both boys and girls toward both
parents significantly related to delinquent behavior.
Similarly related were their attitudes toward parental
discipline, and feelings of being accepted by the parent.^®
Nye concluded that:
The emotional bond between the parent and the child
presuambly provides the bridge across which pass
parental ideals and expectations. If the child is
alienated from the parent, he will not learn, or
will have to have no feeling for moral rules, he
will not develop an adequate conscience or super¬
ego.”
Various social control theories focus on the family as
the primary source of attachments, commitments, and
disciplinary controls in preventing delinquency.“
According to these models, the family acts as a buffer
against deviant influences by providing a source of basic
”D. J. West and D. P. Farrington, Who Becomes
Delinquent? (Heineman, 1973), 55.
^®Ludwig Geismar, Family and Delinquency (New York:
Human Sciences Press, Inc., 1986) 21-22.
”Ibid.
”Joseph Rankins and Roger Kerns, "Parental Attachments
and Delinquency," Criminoloqy 32 no. 4 (1994): 495.
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ties and commitments to the conventional order. Parents not
only furnish a source of ongoing motivations to conform and
normative definitions of appropriate behaviors, they also
provide an important coercive function in the supervision
and punishment of children's inappropriate behaviors.^®
Parental Supervision
A key aspect of parenting is the supervision of
children. Webster's dictionary defines supervision as
coordination, direction, and inspection. It is the
overseeing with the powers of direction and decision.
Effective parenting requires that the child receives
structure and supervision, A child is incapable of
coordinating his own life's activities; he must have the
structure that only parenting can provide.
As a family moves a child through adolescence, three
aspects of family interaction become crucial to the
continued development of the adolescent: monitoring,
discipline, and involvement.^® In a variety of studies,
violence in the home has been associated with difficulty in
one or more of these functions.^'
^®E. L. Wells and J. H. Rankins. "The Broken Home
Model of Delinquency: Analytic Issues," Journal of Research
in Crime and Delinquency 23, (1986): 68.
^“Martha B. Straus, Violence in the Lives of
Adolescents (New York: N, W. Norton and Company, 1994),
"'Ibid.
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"Monitoring" is a broad term that includes parents'
knowledge of their children's activities, peer associates,
and whereabouts outside of the home.
Effective monitoring entails the negotiation and
communication of clear rules and expectations
about all areas of the adolescent's life (e.g.,
curfew, drug use, school attendance and performance,
peer selections). Parents must monitor compliance
with family rules, and engage in effective problem¬
solving and discipline when rules are violated.
A home atomsphere with consistent discipline,
accountability, and caring minimize the frequency and
severity of misconductWhen behavioral standards are
clearly stated and fairly enforced teens know their parents
pay attention to where and with whom they are going, and
what they will be doing.Large numbers of juvenile
delinquents receive little supervision at home. No one
seems to know—or care—where they are going, whom they are
going with, what they are doing, or when they will return.^®
In a study released in 1988 by the Department of
Justice, researchers suggested that since many
criminals begin their antisocial activities as
teens, the domestic causes should be examined,
one of these causes is unsuitable supervision.^®
“Martha B. Straus, Violence in the Lives of
Adolescents (New York: N.W. Norton and Company, 1994).
^^Douglas H. Powell, Teenagers: When to Worry and What
to Do (New York: Doubleday and Company, Inc., 1986), 197.
“Ibid.
“Ibid.
^®D. Bender and B. Leone, ed. , Violence in
America (San Diego: Greenhaven, 1990) Family Breakdown
Promotes Teen Violence, by B.J. Christensen, 177.
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A breakdown in family management practices during
childhood can also predispose a child to academic failure
and rejection from his normal peer group. The child's
problems are compounded. Now faced with disorganization in
the family and academic failure; this child becomes at risk
for association with negative peer groups. Such
association, combined with continuing academic difficulties,
social rejection, and poor family management practices,
leads directly to delinquent behavior.^’
Parental Interaction
Webster defines interaction as acting reciprocally,
acting on each other, and behaving in a way that influences
and responds to another. Sociologists, James H. Bossard,
and Eleanor S. Boll define family interaction as reciprocal
relationships between members of a family in their
continuing life with each other.
Interaction may be nonverbal communication, which
is the highest level of interaction; it may be
emotional, such as reciprocal joy, love, hate, etc.;
and finally, it may be interaction at the intellectual
level, which includes a reciprocal exchange of
sentiments, ideas, abstractions, judgements, and
evaluations.^®
”Scott W. Henggler, Delinquency in Adolescence.
(California: Sage Publications, 1989), 44.
^®James H. Bossard and Eleanor S. Boll, The Sociology
of Child Development. 4th edition (New York: Harper and
Row, Publishers, 1966), 58-59.
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In a 1993 study which compared the socialization
expericences of delinquent and non-delinquent adolescent
females. Long examined the relationship of family variables
to delinquency. All subjects completed a self-report
delinquency checklist, six subscales of the Family
Environment Scale, and the Social Appraisals Scale. The
sample consisted of 75 girls who were institutionalized for
committing delinquent offenses. The delinquent group
reported less family attachment, less family social support,
less family cohesion, and greater family conflict than the
high school group of girls who also participated in this
study
Patterson's coercion model assumes that less skilled
parents inadvertently reinforce their children's antisocial
behavior and fail to provide effective punishments for
transgressions.^® The emphasis on parent-child interaction
in coercion theory shares much in common with Hirschi's
Social Control Theory.^' This theory implies that the fewer
meaningful interactions occurring between the parent and
child, the less coercive effect the parent's behaviors have
on their child.
^®Bette S. Long, "The Effects of Family Socialization
on Female Delinquency" (Ph.D. diss.. University of South
Carolina, 1993), 8.
Gottfredson and T. Hirschi. A General Theory of





Webster defines closeness as behavior marked by, or
given to compatibility. It is behavior which is
characterized by conformity of interests, aims, pursuits,
acccord. A constant association with another—attachment.
Travis Hirschi made attachment the foundation of his
Social Control Theory of delinquency. Attachment, according
to Hirschi, referred to one's psychological and emotional
closeness to others, particularly to one's parents. It
implies a reciprocal love relationship within which one
feels secure, valued, and respected.
The attachment felt within the family constellation is
the template for later attachments to individuals and
institutions outside the family.The attached child
behaves in a way designed to please those whose opinion he
or she values. Children who lack the vital bond of
attachment to their parents tend to see the world as a cold
and heartless place. They will treat it as abusively as
they themselves were treated. They tend to develop beliefs
more suitable to the jungle than to modern society.®^
Anthony Walsh, Intellectual Imbalance, Love
Deprivation and Violent Delinquency: A Biosocial





In a study which examined the behaviors of unsocialized
aggressive children the vital bond between parent and child
was examined. The Michigan Study conducted by Jenkins,
Heidmann and Caputo involved cataloguing behavior and
background entries to a clinic population of 500 children.
These children were examined at the Michigan Child Guidance
Institute in Ann Harbor. Half of the children had been
referred to the clinic by their schools.
In this study they categorized traits of unsocialized
aggressives which included: 1) assaultive tendencies, 2)
starting fights, 3) cruelty, 4) defiance of authority, 5)
malicious mischief and inadequate guilt feelings. They also
categorized the traits of socialized delinquents. Their
characteristics included bad companions, gang activities,
cooperative stealing, havitual school truancy, truancy from
home, and staying out late at night. The Michigan cases
reveal a substantial association of, parental rejection with
unsocialized aggressive behavior, and parental negligence
with socialized delinquent behavior.
In a similar study by L. Scaramella, and examination of
the Social Control and Social Learning Theories was
conducted to assess their accuracy in predicting adolescent
delinquency. Three ethnically and socioeconomically diverse
groups comprised the sample of the 72 children used in the
study. The children were asked to report on the quality and
Jenkins, 23-24.
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effect of their relationship with their mothers. They were
also assessed their ability of self-control and delay
immediate gratification.
The findings indicated that the Social Control Theory
was able to predict delinquent attributes particularly among
those students who reported poor relationships with their
mothers.The attitudes, feelings, and behaviors of
adolescents mirror the values and customs of adults in the
same locale. Whether the family functions as a support
system has a definite effect on whether or not a child
becomes delinquent.^’
The child attached to his parents may be less likely to
get into situations in which delinquent acts are possible,
because he spends more time in their presence. The present
data indicate that the closer the child's relations with his
parents, the more he is attached to and identifies with
them, the lower his chances of delinquency.^®
The pattern is clear throughout the literature. The
child who perceives that he/she is not wanted, is not loved,
is not interacted with, feels no attachment to, and is
®®Laura V. Scaramella, "A Developmental Perspective of
Antecedents to Delinquency: An Examination of Social
Learning and Social Control Theories" (Ph.D. diss..
University of Arizona, 1992).
®’Laura V. Scaramella, "A Developmental Perspective of
Antecedents to Delinquency: An Examination of Social
Learning and Social Control Theories" (Ph.D. diss..
University of Arizona, 1992).
“Ibid.
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unsupervised/monitored by his parent is more likely to be a
selfish, hostile, vengeful problem child who ultimately
falls into the pattern of delinquency.
African American Parenting and Violence
The African American family presents a unique challenge
to the examination of youth violence, particularly as it is
examined in light of parenting behaviors. Parenting
behaviors within the African American community have
traditionally revolved around protecting children from the
the scourge of racism. The objective has been to develop
the child's sense of pride in himself as an individual, and
a sense of pride in his race, as he exists as a minority in
society. For poor, urban Black families, the task is to
help motivate children to achieve and believe in themselves
despite the blatant evidences of discrimination that they
view every day.^®
Traditionally, parenting skills have not been the focus
in examinations of violence within the African American
community. Past studies have pointed to economic, and
political deprivation as the culprits initiating African
American violence. One researcher summarizes this concept
and conjectures that the family should also be the focus of
the examination of violence within the Black community.
^’Nancy Boyd-Franklin, Ph. D., Black Families in
Therapy. (New York: The Guilford Press, 1989), 26.
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The fundamental causes of delinquency are
consistent across time and rooted not in race,
but generic family processes such as supervision,
attachment, and discipline that are systematically
influenced by family poverty and structure.^®
During the late 1960s, the National Commission on the
Causes and Prevention of Violence, concurring with the
findings of the National Advisory Commission on Civil
Disorders 1968, concluded that:
To be young, poor, male; to be undereducated and
without means of escape from an oppressive urban
environment; to want what the society claims is
available [but mostly to others]; to see around
oneself illegitimate and often violent methods
being used to achieve material success; and to
observe others using these means with impunity-
all this is to be burdened with an enormous set
of influences that pull many toward crime and
delinquency. To be also a Black, Mexican, or
Puerto Rican American and subject to
discrimination adds considerably to the pull.'*^
A discussion of parental interaction, closeness, and
supervision in the African American community is not as
clearcut in light of the many participants who play the role
of parent to the African American child. J. White, in an
article entitled. Toward a Black Psychology, published in
1982, states that a variety of adults and older children
participate in the rearing of any one Black child.
Furthermore, in the process of childrearing these several
^'’Robert M. Sampson, "Urban Poverty and the Family
Context of Delinquency: A New Look at Structure and Process
in a Classic Study," Child Development. 1994. 65.
^^David Bender and Bruno Leone, ed.. Violence in
America (San Diego: Greenhaven Press, Inc., 1990) Economic
and Racial Injustice Contributes to Violence, by Lynn A.
Curtis, 43.
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adults, plus older brothers and sisters make up a kind of
extended family in which a child does not learn an extremely
rigid distinction of male and female roles.
Carol Stack echoes White's findings in her book All Our
Kin: Strategies for Survival in a Black Community. She
states that normal, functional Black families often have
very close relationships, with a great deal interaction and
reciprocity. However, this is very vulnerable area in Black
extended families because this closeness often results in
the roles and boundaries becoming very blurred.
Salvador Minuchin, and his colleagues developed the
Structural Family Therapy approach for minority delinquents
on the premise that delinquent behavior was reflective of a
family system being in some form of disarray. According to
their observations, delinquents were more likely to come
from "disorganized, pathological families" than from the
more stable families living under similar conditions of
poverty and racism.Minuchin theories began to shift the
focus from social injustices to familial relationships to
explain delinquency in minorities.
White, "Towards a Black Psychology." R. Jones
(ed.). Black Psychology. (New York: Harper and Row, 1982),
45.
^^Carol B. Stack. All Our Kin: Strategies for
Survival in the Black Community. (NY: Harper and Row, Inc.,
1974), 123.
^^Harrell B. Roberts, The Inner World of the Black
Juvenile Delinquent. (New Jersey: Lawrence Erlbaum
Associates, 1987), 12.
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In a study conducted by Dr. Jay Katz, of ghetto boys
form the Wiltwyck School, in New York, the following was
concluded:
..,A massive lack of early mothering, chronic and
serious childhood problems left without help until
the boy reached adolescence and engaged in aggressive
behavior; and extreme disorganization of family life
within cramped quarters. Violence and sexuality were
seen as the aggressive response of these boys to the
overwhelming agony resulting from maternal rejection.*^
In 1991, Dr. Robert Durant, Dr. Robert Pendergrast,
and Chris Cadenhead conducted a study of the Exposure to
Violence and Victimization and Fighting Behavior by Urban
Black Adolescents. They hypothesized that adolescents'
exposure to violence and personal victimization would be
associated with the frequency with which they engage in
fighting behaviors. However, they further hypothesized that
adolescents who were future-oriented and goal-directed, and
from more secure families would report less fighting
behavior.
Their findings supported the proposition that, in a
social environment characterized by poverty,
unemployment, family disorganization, family conflict,
and domestic violence, adolescents may learn skills
for resolving interpersonal conflict that are
inappropriate in other social situations.^®
®®Paul A. Strasburg, Violent Delinquents: A Report to
the Ford Foundation From the Vera Institute of Justice. (New
York: Monarch, 1978), 58.
'‘®R. Durant, R. Pendergrast, and C. Cadenhead.
"Exposure to Violence and Victimization and Fighting
Behavior by Urban Black Adolescents," Journal of Adolescent
Health. June 1994, 311-318.
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While few studies exist which examine the concepts of
interaction, closeness, and supervision in the distinct
relationship between the African American parent and child
correlations may be drawn from the available data.
Researchers have proven that a child needs these elements
for proper socialization. Whether that child be African
American, or Caucasian, the omission of these elements will
surely produce a character who is prone to antisocial
behaviors.
What is perhaps most notable is the concept that who an
African American child becomes is based on the input of a
network of immediate, and extended family members. If one
parent is unable, or unwilling to provide nurturing, love
and support; others, whether, aunt, uncle, brother, or
sister will step in to support him. This behavior seems
more the rule than the exception. The African American
child, therefore, receives his structure, love, and sense of
closeness from a variety of everchanging sources.
Nonetheless, the fact remains that with this seemingly
vast network of parental support, the African American child
ranks highest as both perpetrator, and victim of crimes
committed by youth in this country. In this country, while
all young males are at risk, African American males aged 15
to 24 are at highest risk.'*’ This trend tends to suggest
^’Congress, Senate, Committee on Governmental Affairs,
Youth Violence Prevention: Hearing before the Committee on
Governmental Affairs. 102nd Cong, 2nd sess., March 1992, 2.
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that while parenting impacts greatly on the development of
violent/ and delinquent behaviors for the Caucasian child;
it, alone, can not be viewed as the determinant of violence,
or delinquency for the African American child.
Indeed, research supports the notion that economic and
social deprivation are additional determinants of delinquent
behaviors among African American youth. While theorists tend
to agree that a relationship does exist between homelife and
the development of delinquent behaviors, no such consensus




According to Bandura, people are capable of learning
vicariously by observing the behavior of others as well as
its consequences, and by imitating that behavior.^® This
theory seeks to consolidate the basic principles of learning
with an understanding of the social conditions under which
that learning takes place. By imitating the behavior of
socially competent models, learning takes place without the
need for trial-and-error experimentation. We learn new
responses without first having had the opportunity to make
the responses ourselves.^®
^®A. Bandura, Social Learning Theory (Englewood Cliff,
N. J.: Prentice-Hall, 1977).
^®Vander Zanden, Human Development, 53.
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Therefore, adolescents, by repeated exposure to
parenting practices which deny the elements of closeness,
interaction and structure learn that these are unnecessary
elements in relationships with others. Their approach to
life mirrors the cold, detached existences of their own
upbringings. Their subsequent violent behaviors, viewed in
this light, are not isolated occurrences, but natural by¬
products of the continual reinforcements and behavior
rehearsals perpetuated in their family systems.
STATEMENT OF THE HYPOTHESES
The Null Hypotheses:
There will be no statistically significant relationship
between the African American adolescents' perception of
parental closeness and their attitudes towards violence.
There will be no statistically significant relationship
between the African American adolescents' perception of
parental closeness and their violent acting-out behavior.
There will be no statistically significant relationship
between the African American adolescents' perception of
parental interaction and their attitudes toward violence.
There will be no statistically significant relationship
between the African American adolescents' perception of
parental interaction and their violent acting-out behavior.
There will be no statistically significant relationship
between the African American adolescents' perception of
parental supervision and their attitudes towards violence.
There will be no statistically significant relationship
between the African American adolescents' perception of
parental supervision and their violent acting-out behavior.
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The Variables:
The independent variables for this study are violent
acting-out behavior and violent attitudes.
The dependent variables for this study are parental
supervision, parental interaction, and parental closeness.
Definition of Terms
Parental Closeness/Attachment: For the purpose of this
study, these two terms will be used interchangeably. They
refer to the ability of a child to talk with his parent(s)
openly. The ability of the child to share his thoughts and
dreams with his parent(s). The ability of the child to feel
that he can trust his parent(s). These activities are based
upon their alliance, mutual sense of cooperation, and accord
with one another.
Juvenile Delinquency: This term refers to any
unlawful, or antisocial behavior by minors of not more than
16 years of age.
Parental Interaction: This term addresses the amount,
and quality of time that the child and parent spend with
each other both inside, and outside of the home. The time
spent is considered meaningful (e.g. recreational, personal,
or guidance) to the child.
Parental Supervision/Monitoring: These terms will be
utilized interchangeably throughout this paper. They refer
to the establishment of structure for the child inside and
outside the home. The establishment of rules of conduct,
and comportment instituted by the parent. This includes the
establishment of a regular schedule of behavior expectations
for the child.
Teenager/Adolescent/Youth/Juvenile: These terms will
be utilized interchangeably to refer to males and females
between the ages of 11-18 years of age.
Antisocial Behavior: This term refers to any behaviors
which go against the rules, laws, and dictates of society.
Violent Acting-out Behavior: The physical actions of
hitting, fighting, injuring another in any form; and the
destruction of property. And for this paper the purposeful
selection of members of a deviant peer groups as friends, or
associates.
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Violence: Physical force exerted so as to cause
damage, abuse, or injury.
Violent Attitudes: The contemplation of committing




The research design utilized in this study is the
Descriptive research design which describes a phenomena.
This research sought to gain a preliminary understanding and
to provide descriptive data in an area where little
knowledge is available.^ Descriptive statistics describe
data in simple and direct ways by using graphs, charts,
percentages, proportions, ratios, and rates.^
The population for this study is all African American
adolescents between the ages of 11 and 17 years of age. The
sample for the study consisted of 93 African American inner-
city sixth graders, between the ages of 11 and 14 years old,
who attended Sammye E. Coan Middle School, in Atlanta,
Georgia.
The sampling design utilized in the study was the
Purposive sampling design. This sampling design is a
nonprobability sampling design based on the assumption that
the researcher has sufficient knowledge related to the
research problem to allow the selection of "typical persons
for inclusion in the sample.^
^William Reid and Audrey Smith, Research in Social
Work (New York: Columbia University Press, 1989), 94.
^Anthony Walsh, Statistics for the Social Sciences
(New York: Harper and Row, 1990), 11.
^Richard M. Grinnell, Social Work Research and




The sample for this study was selected based on five
criteria. First, they had to be African American. Second,
they had to be between the ages of 11 and 17 years of age.
Third, they had to be attending Sammye E. Coan Middle
School, in Atlanta, Georgia. Fourth, they had to be a
student in one of the classrooms identified to complete the
questionnaire. Fifth, they had to be willing to complete,
and return the questionnaire to the author.
Instrument Design
The questionnaire utilized in this study is an original
questionnaire developed by the author. The survey
instrument is a self-administered questionnaire containing
47 questions pertaining to the student's perceptions of
parental closeness, interaction, and supervision; and to
their attitudes about violence, and violent acting-out
behaviors. To minimize time, and to lessen the participants
feelings of apprehension regarding answering such revealing
questions, each question required a "yes", or "no" answer.
Eleven items on the questionnaire addressed perceptions
of parental closeness, (Items 5, 7, 8, 21, 26, 33, 36, 39,
40, 41, and 42). Eight items on the questionnaire addressed
perceptions of parental supervision, (Items 3, 4, 16, 23,
24, 25, 31, and 32). Seven items addressed perceptions of
parental interaction, (Items 6, 9, 11, 18, 22, 28, and 30).
Nineteen items on the questionnaire addressed the students'
violent attitudes, and violent acting-out behaviors, (Items
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10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 19, 20, 27, 29, 34, 35, 37, 38, 43,
44, 46, and 47). Demographic data was collected in two
items, (Items 1, and 2).
A test of the reliability of the instrument was
conducted by using a Chronbach's Alpha Reliability Analysis.
The findings indicated an alpha of .65 which indicates that
the instrument was reliable.
Sampling
The questionnaire was administered simultaneously to 93
students. The questionnaires were issued to four homeroom
teachers on the sixth grade hall, who were selected based
upon their willingness to participate. The teachers were
instructed to read the items on the questionnaire to their
students inorder to clarify any misunderstood items.
Further, they were instructed to allow the students ample
time to complete the questionnaires. The students completed
the questionnaires within 45 minutes and returned them to
the author.
Data Analysis
The Pearson 'r' will be utilized to test the linear
association between the dependent and independent variables.
Adolescent perceptions of parental closeness and their
violent attitudes and violent acting-out behavior; between
adolescent perceptions of parental interaction and their
violent attitudes and violent acting-out behavior; and
between adolescent perceptions of parental supervision and
their violent attitudes and violent acting-out behavior.
The Pearson 'r' has a value of -1 to +1. The closer the
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values of the coefficients to -1, or to +1 the stronger the




Frequency distributions were utilized to demonstrate























Respondents Perceptions of Parental Closeness
(n = 93)
5. I care what my parent(s) think of me.
92.5%: yes
7.5%: no
Mean: 1.075 Std. Dev. .265
7. I share my thoughts and feelings with my parents.
57.0%: yes
43.0%: no
Mean: 1.424 Std. Dev. .497
8. I know that my parent(s) love me.
96.0%: yes
4.0%: no
Mean: 1.043 Std. Dev. .204
21. I can talk to my parent(s) about anything.
76.3%: yes
23.7%: no
Mean: 1.237 Std. Dev. .427




Mean: 1.140 Std. Dev. .349
33. My personal troubles concern my parent(s).
82.8%: yes
17.2%: no
Mean: 1.172 Std. Dev. .379
36. I feel that I can reveal my most secret thoughts
and feelings to my parent(s).
61.3%: yes
38.7%: no
Mean: 1.387 Std. Dev. .490
39. My parent(s) and I go to the movies together.
68.0%: yes
32.0%: no
Mean: 1.315 Std. Dev. .467
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(Table II - continued)
40.
41.
I told my parent(s) what I want to be when I grow up.
86.0%; yes
14.0%: no
Mean: 1.140 Std. Dev. .349
I trust my parents' opinion on things.
79.6%: yes
20.4%: no
Mean: 1.178 Std. Dev. .384




Mean: 1.239 Std. Dev. .429
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TABLE III
Respondents Perceptions of Parental Supervision
(n = 93)




Mean: 1.161 Std. Dev. .370




Mean: 1.151 Std. Dev. .360
16. My parent(s) is at home when I come home from school.
60.2%: yes
39.8%: no
Mean: 1.378 Std. Dev. .488
23. My parent(s) asks me to call them when I leave the
house with a friend.
71.0%: yes
29.0%: no
Mean: 1.290 Std. Dev. .456




Mean: 1.108 Std. Dev. .311
25. I have a curfew for entering the house.
72.0%: yes
28.0%: no





has rules for me inside and outside
Mean: 1.207 Std. Dev. .407
32. I have chores to complete daily/weekly.
76.3%: yes
23.7%: no
Mean: 1.228 Std. Dev. .422
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TABLE IV
Respondents Perceptions of Parental Interaction
(n = 93)
6. When I don't know why my parent(s) makes a rule,
or he will explain.
86.0%: yes
14.0%: no
Mean: 1.130 Std. Dev. .339
9. I go on outings with my parent(s).
81.7%: yes
18.3%: no
Mean: 1.174 Std. Dev. .381
11. I have shared my future plans with my parent(s).
70.0%: yes
30.0%: no
Mean: 1.293 Std. Dev. .458
18. My parent(s) enjoy spending time with me.
52.7%: yes
47.3%: no
Mean: 1.136 Std. Dev. .347
22. My parent(s) and I often spend time together.
84.9%: yes
15.1%: no
Mean: 1.151 Std. Dev. ,360




Mean: 1.301 Std. Dev. .461




Mean: 1.435 Std. Dev. .498
41
TABLE V










It is o.k. to hit someone if I am very angry.
21.5%: yes
78.5%: no
Mean: 1.785 Std. Dev. .413












1.237 Std. Dev. .427
broken.
1.774 Std. Dev. .420
part of life.
1.543 Std. Dev. .501




Mean: 1.835 Std. Dev. .373
I have friends or relatives who have been shot.
77.4%: yes
22.6%: no
Mean: 1.217 Std. Dev. .415
I sometimes think of shooting someone.
46.2%: yes
53.8%: no
Mean: 1.533 Std. Dev. .502
If someone talks about me it's o.k. to fight them.
21.5%: yes
77.4%: no

















Mean: 1.495 Std. Dev. .503
I have a close friend who owns a gun.
38.7%: yes
61.3%: no
Mean: 1.613 Std. Dev. .490




Mean: 1.054 Std. Dev. .227
I'm afraid of guns, and those who carry them.
61.3%: yes
38.7%: no
Mean: 1.380 Std. Dev. .488
I have had 5-10 fights this year.
30.1%: yes
69.9%: no
Mean: 1.699 Std. Dev. .461
I have fought someone who has made me angry .
78.5%: yes
21.5%: no
Mean: 1.207 Std. Dev. .407
I have written graffiti on the walls of buildings
when I''ve been angry.
26.9%: yes
73.1%: no
Mean: 1.731 Std. Dev. .446




Mean: 1.451 Std. Dev. .500
I have planned to beat someone up for something
they have done to me.
61.3%: yes
38.7%: no
Mean: 1.374 Std. Dev. .486
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(Table V - continued)
46. I belong to a gang.
8.6%: ves
91.4%: no
Mean: 1.912 Std. Dev. .285




Mean: 1.253 Std. Dev. .437
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FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION FINDING
Eleven questions were asked regarding the respondents
perceptions of parental closeness. When asked to respond
'yes' or 'no' to the statement, "I care what my parent(s)
think of me," ninety-two percent responded yes, eight
percent responded no; therefore, ninety-two percent were
concerned with their parent's perceptions of them, while
only eight percent did not.
To the statement, "I share my thoughts and feelings
with my parent(s)," fifty-seven percent responded yes,
forty-three percent responded no. Therefore, over half
shared their thoughts and feelings with their parents. With
the statement "I know that my parent(s) love me," ninety-six
percent responded yes, four percent responded no. Most of
the respondents felt that their parents loved them.
Responses to the statement, "I can talk to my parent(s)
about anything," seventy-six percent responded yes, while
twenty-four percent responded no. Most of the respondents
felt comfortable talking with their parents about any
subject. In reply to the statement "I understand my
parent(s) and I feel that they understand me," eighty-six
percent responded yes, while fourteen percent responded no.
With the statement "My personal troubles concern my
parent(s)," eighty-two percent felt they did, while eighteen
percent felt they did not. The statement "I feel that I can
reveal my most secret thoughts and feelings to my
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parent(s)," sixty-one percent felt that they could, while
thirty-nine percent felt they could not.
To the statement "My parents and I go to the movies
together," sixty-eight percent responded yes, while thirty-
two responded that they did not. Responses to the statement
"I've told my parent(s) what I want to be when I grow up,"
eighty-six indicated that they had, while fourteen percent
indicated that they had not shared this information with
their parents.
With the statement "I trust my parent(s) opinion on
things," eighty percent responded yes, and twenty percent
responded no. Finally, to the statement "I ask my parent's
advice when I am troubled about something," seventy-five
percent indicated that they did, while twenty-five percent
indicated that they did not.
Eight items on the questionnaire addressed the issue of
parental supervision. With the statement, "My parent(s)
knows where I am when I am away from home," eighty-four
percent of the respondents indicated that they knew, sixteen
percent indicated that their parents did not know.
Responses to the statement, "My parent(s) knows who I am
with when I am away from home," eighty-five percent of the
respondents indicated that their parents did know, while
fifteen percent indicated that their parents did not know.
To the statement, "My parent is at home when I come
home from school," sixty percent reponded positively, and
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forty percent responded negatively. With the statement, "My
parent asks me to call when I leave the house with a
friend," seventy-one percent indicated that their parents
did require them to check-in, twenty-nine percent indicated
that they were not required to check-in.
Responses to the statement, "My parent(s) expects me to
call when I'm going to be late" yielded eighty-nine percent
reponding yes, while eleven percent indicated that their
parents expected no call. With the statement, "I have a
curfew for entering the house," seventy-two percent of the
respondents indicated that they did have a curfew, twenty-
eight percent indicated that they had no curfew for
entering.
Responses to the statement, "My parents have rules for
me inside and outside of the house," seventy-nine percent
responded yes, there were rules, twenty-one responded that
they had none. With the statement, "I have chores to
complete daily/weekly," seventy-six percent indicated that
they did have chores, twenty-four percent indicated that
they had no chores to complete.
Seven items on the questionnaire addressed parental
interaction. Responses to the statement, "When I don't know
why my parent makes a rule she, or he will explain it to
me," eighty-six percent responded, yes, fourteen percent
responded, no. With the statement, "I go on outings with my
parents," eighty-two percent indicated that they did go on
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outings, while eighteen percent indicated that they did not.
With the statement, "I have shared ray future plans with
my parents," seventy percent reponded, yes; thirty percent
reponded, no. Responses to the statement,"My parents enjoy
spending time with me," fifty-three percent responded
positively, forty-seven percent responded negatively.
To the statement, "My parents and I often spend time
together," eighty-five percent reponded, yes; fifteen
percent responded, no. Responses to the statement, "When I
come home from school my parents ask about my day," seventy
percent responded negatively, while thirty percent indicated
a positive response. To the statement, "I care what my
parents think of my friends," fifty-six percent responded,
yes; forty-four percent responded, no.
Nineteen questions were asked regarding respondents
violent attitudes, and vilent acting-out behavior. When
asked to repond to the statement, "It is o.k. to hit someone
if I am very angry," twenty-two percent responded yes;
seventy-eight percent responded no. With the the statement,
"I have friend who owns a gun," seventy-six percent
indicated that they did, twenty-four percent indicated that
they did not.
Responses to the statement, "Rules are meant to be
broken," twenty-three percent indicated that they were,
while seventy-seven percent indicated that they were not.
With the statement, "Violence is a natural part of life,"
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forty-five percent responded that "yes", it is a natural
part of life, fifty-five percent indicated that it was not a
natural part of life.
With the statement, "Hitting and fighting are good ways
to resolve disputes," sixteen percent responded, "yes",
while eighty-four percent responded, "no". Responses to the
statement, "I have friends, or relatives who have been
shot," seventy-seven percent of the respondents indicated
that they did, while twenty-three percent indicated that
they did not.
Responses to the statement, "I sometimes think of
shooting someone," forty-six percent responded that they
did, fifty-four percent responded that they did not. With
the statement, "If someone talks about me it's o.k. to fight
them," twenty-two percent thought that it was o.k. to fight,
seventy-eight percent thought that it was not o.k..
With the statement, "I sometimes think about shooting
people who make me angry," fifty-one percent indicated that
they did, forty-nine percent indicated that they did not.
To the statement, "I have a close friend who owns a gun,"
thirty-nine percent indicated that they did not, while
sixty-one percent indicated that they did.
To the statement, "I sometimes wish that all the
violence in this world would end," ninety-five percent
responded, "yes", while five percent responded, "no". With
the statement, "I'm afraid of guns, and those who carry
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them," sixty-one percent indicated that they were, thirty-
nine percent indicated that they were not.
With the statement, "I have had 5-10 fights this year,"
thirty percent indicated that they had, while seventy
percent indicated that they had not. Responses to the
statement, "I have written graffiti on the walls of building
when I've been angry," twenty-seven percent indicated that
they had, seventy-three indicated that they had not.
To the statement, "I have fought someone who has made
me angry," seventy-nine percent indicated that they had,
twenty-one percent indicated that they had not. Responses
to the statement, "I fight my brothers and sisters when my
parents leave the house," fifty-four percent indicated that
they did, forty-six percent indicated that they did not.
With the statement, "I have planned to beat someone up
for something they have done to me," sixty-one percent
responded that they had, thirty-nine percent reponded that
they had not. Responses to the statement, "I belong to a
gang," nine percent responded, "yes", ninety-one percent
responded, "no". Finally, with the statement, "I have
beaten someone up for something they've done to me,
"seventy-three percent indicated that they had, twenty-six
percent indicated that they had not.
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TABLE VI
BIVARIATE ANALYSIS OF THE DEPENDENT AND INDEPENDENT
VARIABLES
(n = 93)
Dependent Variable: Violent Attitudes Pearson's 'r' Value
1. My parent(s) knows where I am when
I am away from home.
.034
2. My parent(s) knows who I am with when
I am away from home.
.010
3. My parent(s) is at home when I come
from school.
.350
4. My parent(s) asks me to call them when
I leave the house with a friend.
.134
5. My parent(s) expects me to call when
I'm going to be late.
.104
6. I have a curfew for entering the house. .100
7. My parent(s) has rules for me inside
and outside the house.
.234




BIVARIATE ANALYSIS OF THE DEPENDENT AND INDEPENDENT
VARIABLES
(n = 93)
Dependent Variable: Violent Acting-out Pearson's 'r' Value
1. My parent(s) knows where I am when
I am away from home.
.255
2. My parent(s) knows who I am with when
I am away from home.
-.169
3. My parent(s) is at home when I come
home from school.
-.060
4. My parent(s) asks me to call them when
I leave the house with a friend.
-.051
5. My parent(s) expects me to call when
I'm going to be late.
-.090
6. I have a curfew for entering the house. -.122
7. My parent(s) has rules for me inside
and outside the house.
-.065




BIVARIATE ANALYSIS OF THE DEPENDENT AND INDEPENDENT
VARIABLES
(n = 93)
Dependent Variable: Violent Attitudes Pearson's 'r' Value
1. When I don't know why my parent(s) .186
makes a rule, she or he will explain.
2. I go on outings with my parent(s). .303
3. I have shared my future plans with my .329
parent(s).
4. My parent(s) enjoy spending time with me. .251
5. My parent(s) and I often spend time .337
together.
6. When I come home from school my parent(s) .467
ask about my day.





BIVARIATE ANALYSIS OF THE DEPENDENT AND INDEPENDENT
VARIABLES
(n = 93)
Dependent Variable: Violent Acting-out Pearson' s 'r' Value
1. When I don't know why my parent(s)
makes a rule, she or he will explain.
.029
2. I go on outings with my parent(s). .057
3. I have shared my future plans with my
parent(s).
.327
4. My parent(s) enjoy spending time with me. .099
5. My parent(s) and I often spend time
together.
.136
6. When I come home from school my parent(s)
ask about my day.
-.130






BIVARIATE ANALYSIS OF THE DEPENDENT AND INDEPENDENT
VARIABLES
(n = 93)
Dependent Variable: Violent Attitudes Pearson's 'r' Value
1. I care what my parent(s) think of me. .209
2. I share my thoughts and feelings with .161
parent(s).
3. I know that my parent(s) love me. .012
4. I can talk to my parent(s) about anything. .425
5. I understnd my parent(s) and I feel they .138
understand me.
6. My personal troubles concern my parent(s). .357
7. I feel that I can reveal my most secret .469
thoughts and feelings to my parent(s).
8. My parent(s) and I go to the movies .312
together.
9. I told my parent(s) what I want to be .312
when I grow up.
10. I trust my parent(s) opinion on things. .149





BIVARIATE ANALYSIS OF THE DEPENDENT AND INDEPENDENT
VARIABLES
(n = 93)
Dependent Variable: Violent Acting-out Pearson's 'r' Value
1. I care what my parent(s) think of me. .101
2. I share my thoughts and feelings with -.029
my parent(s).
3. I know that my parent{s) love me. .022
4. I can talk to my parent(s) about anything. .056
5. I understand my parent(s) and I feel they .168
understand me.
6. My personal troubles concern my parent(s). .042
7. I feel that I can reveal my most secret .072
thoughts and feelings to my parent(s).
8. My parent(s) and I go to the movies .340
together.
9. I told my parent(s) what I want to be -.031
when I grow up.
10. I trust my parent(s) opinion on things. -.007




The Finding of the Bivariate Analysis
The findings of the bivariate analysis of the dependent
and independent variables indicated that there were no
correlations between the respondents' perceptions of
parental supervision and their violent attitudes. As well,
there were no correlations between the respondents'
perceptions of parental supervision and their violent
acting-out behaviors.
In seeking a correlation between the independent
variable parental interaction and the respondents' violent
attitudes, no correlation existed between these two
variables. As well, no correlation existed between
parental interaction and the respondents' violent acting-out
behavior.
Finally, the findings of the bivariate analysis
indicated no correlation between the respondents'
perceptions of parental closeness and their violent
attitudes. And no correlation existed between perceptions
of parental closeness and their violent acting-out behavior.
CHAPTER V
DISCUSSION
There is much research on the possible causes of
violence within this society. This research is primarily
conducted from the perspectives of social work, sociology,
psychology, and criminal justice. These theorists have
speculated as to the reasons for the surge in violence.
Yet, in this vast array of research little exists to address
the specific influences of parenting behaviors on the
violence demonstrated among African American teenagers.
Most of the research available is based upon studies
conducted by Caucasian researchers to address the violent
behaviors of Caucasian teenagers. This research focuses
primarily on: 1) gun availability; 2) movie, and television
viewing and its relationship to violence; 3) physical
abusive parents, who create abusive, violent children; and
4) criminal parents whose produce criminal children. The
discussion of the African American in most major studies is
non-existent; or in some cases is lumped in the 'minority'
discussion section toward the end of the research. No real
examination of the issues which were uniquely African
American was pursued.
This study focuses on African American respondents who
were adolescents between the ages of 11 to 14 years of age,
from both single and two parent families. Based upon
questionnaire responses, most of the members of this
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population had either demonstrated violent behaviors, or
contemplated them. Yet they considered their relationships
with their parent as very close, loving and supportive.
This study showed that there is no significant
correlation between parental supervision, interaction, and
closeness; and the violent acting-out behavior, or violent
attitudes of African American Adolescents. The null
hypotheses were accepted for this research.
Implications for Social Work Practice
Social workers have a great task before them as they
seek answers to African American violence in this country.
Within the community, the schools, in mental health
professions, and as advocates of social justice their work
is evident. Violence has become an issue affecting those in
each of the aforementioned arenas. The social worker within
each arena must act, quickly, comprehensively, and
decisively.
Within the communities the social worker must seek to
educate in an effort to reduce the feelings of hatred and
despair. Clearly, deprivation exists as a culrpit. Yet to
excuse violence as rational in light of deprivation is
unacceptable. There are too many deprived people of all
races and cultures in this country today who do not resort
to violence as a solution.
The social worker must seek to empower members of the
community by encouraging their pursuit of educational.
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political, and social involvement within the society.
Obtaining information on the resources available on the
community, city, state, and the federal levels also becomes
the task of the social worker. This in an effort to teach
members of the community to solve their own problems. If,
as researchers conjecture, violence within the African
American community hinges in part on unequal distribution of
resources, and exclusionary practices within society; the
social worker's battle against indiscrimminate violence can
begin with the empowerment of African American's in their
own communities.
Within the family system social workers must empower
their clients with social skills training designed to teach
options to violence. Beginning with the initiation of
parent/child interactions the social worker must teach
parents that it is their behaviors within the family system
which sets the stage for later violent behaviors in
children. With a view towards prevention, social workers as
family therapists must empower their clients by teaching new
parenting skills.
Within the school system the social worker intervenes
as counselor training teens and adolescents to resolve their
disputes in manners other than those which involve violence.
Role play, homework assignments, self-monitoring tasks, as
well as personal, and peer evaluations should be included in
these training processes. Linking this type of training with
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the family system, and ultimately to the community, enables
the social worker to have a far-reaching affect in his
efforts at curbing violence.
In whatever arena, by whatever means employed the task
of social work in helping to curb the society's appetite for
violence is evident. Social workers are in a unique
position. With access to the individual, the family, the
community, and ultimately the population as a whole, social
work is in a position to examine the occurrence of behaviors
from many perspectives. In viewing violence as it is
initiated with the family system and permeates into the
society social work is obliged to address, instruct, and
ultimately assist in alleviating this social problem.
Theoretical Implications
This study observed the perceptions of African American
adolescents from a cognitive, or social learning
perspective. This perspective focuses on learning which
takes place based on proximity, and imitation. It focuses
on the child's need to observe, process, and imitate
behaviors which are demonstrated within their environment.
As this research conjectures, it is not simply the
availability of the weapon, the feelings of anger which
stimulate a child to perform acts of violence. It is the
behavior which results when a child is deprived of the love,
interaction, and supervision he needs as he grows.
According to psychologists such as Albert Bandura
children acquire moral standards in much the same
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way that they learn any other behavior. They insist
that moral and social behavior is variable and
dependent on situational contexts.‘
Parenting indeed is one crucial factor in setting the
stage for later violent behaviors among children. Moral
behavior, according to cognitive learning theorists, is a
cumulative process that builds on itself gradually and
continuously.^ Therefore, the more a child is exposed to an
environment which presents as cold, distant, lacking
structure, nurturing, and love the more likely that the
cumulative effects of that environment will produce a
product with the same characteristics.
Limitations of the Study
The findings of this research are limited to the
population that was sampled. There are various inner-city
schools whose populations are African American adolescents
whose perceptions of parenting behaviors and violence may
not mirror those who were members of this sampling. It
would, therefore, be inappropriate to generalize these
findings to all African American adolescents. This research
was limited to the ninety-three sixth graders from the
Sammye E. Coan Middle School in Atlanta, Georgia.
Directions For Further Research
The issue of random teenage violence is destined to
‘James W. Vander Zanden, Human Development (New York:
McGraw Hill, Inc., 1993), 313.
"Ibid.
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plague our society for decades to come. Based on this
realization further research is needed to determine: 1) the
ethnic and cultural determinants of violent behaviors in
teenagers, 2) the role of other parenting behaviors on the
violent behaviors of teenagers, and 3) the parenting
behaviors of different ethnic groups. Although research
indicates that teen violence permeates all ethnic groups,
statistics reveal that minority teens represent a much









Please read the following questions carefully and answer
each item by using a check mark.
3. My parent(s) knows where I am when I am away from home.
1. yes
2. no




5. I care what my parent(s) think of me.
1. yes
2. no




7. I share my thoughts and feelings with my parent(s).
1. yes
2. no
8. I know that my parent(s) loves me.
1. yes
2. no





10. It is o.k. to hit someone if I am very angry.
1. yes
2. no
11. I have shared my future plans with my parent(s).
1. yes
2. no
12. I know someone who owns a gun.
1. yes
2. no
13. Rules are meant to be broken.
1. yes
2. no
14. Violence is a natural part of life.
1. yes
2. no
15. Hitting and fighting are good ways to resolve disputes.
1. yes
2. no
16. My parent(s) is at home when I come home from school.
1. yes
2. no
17. I have friends or relatives who have been shot.
1. yes
2. no
18. My parent(s) enjoy spending time with me.
1. yes
2, no
19. I sometimes think of shooting someone.
1. yes
2. no
20. If someone talks about me it's o.k. to fight them.
1. yes
2. no
21. I can talk to my parent(s) about anything.
1. yes
2. no





23. My parent(s) asks me to call them when I leave the
house with a friend.
1. yes
2. no




25. I have a curfew for entering the house.
1. yes
2. no












29. I have a close friend who owns a gun.
1. yes
2. no
30. I care what my parent(s) thinks of my friends.
1. yes
2. no




32. I have chores to complete daily/ weekly.
1. yes
2. no









35. I'm afraid of guns, and those who carry them.
1. yes
2. no
36. I feel that I can reveal my most secret thoughts and
feelings to my parents.
1. yes
2. no
37. I have had 5-10 fights this year.
1. yes
2. no
38. I have fought someone who has made me angry.
1. yes
2. no
39. My parent(s) and I go to the movies together.
1. yes
2. no
40. I told my parents what I want to be when I grow-up.
1. yes
2. no
41. I trust my parents' opinion on things.
1. yes
2. no














45. I have planned to beat someone up for something they
have done to me.
1. yes
2. no
46. I belong to a gang.
1. yes
2. no
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